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FREIGHT

n   The most recent comprehensive freight data (from 2019) 
shows that Michigan’s transportation infrastructure moved 
538 million tons of freight, valued at roughly $796 billion at 
that time.

n   74 percent of all freight tonnage is carried on trunkline, 
74 percent by value.

n   In 2019, more than 86 million tons of freight was moved 
by 28 railroads on approximately 3,600 miles of track. 
Most track is owned and maintained by railroads.  
665 miles are owned by the state.

n 31 cargo ports handled approximately 51.2 million 
tons of freight in 2019.

n   Air accounted for less than 1 percent of overall tonnage, 
but more than 4 percent of value.

n Aviation contributes more than $22 billion annually to 
the Michigan economy according to data provided by 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). 

n Michigan’s 19 commercial airports moved 614 million 
pounds in 2019. 

n MDOT administers funds used for capital projects at 
the 90 highest priority airports.

n Nationwide, Detroit Metropolitan Airport was ranked 
18th in total passengers for 2019.

AIRPORTS
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n Most car and light-truck registration fees are based on 
the list price for each model set by the manufacturer. 
The fee for a new car is 0.6 percent of the list price. 
The fee falls by 10 percent in each of the next three 
years, so after a car is four years old the rate is  
0.44 percent. The average fee for cars of all ages and 
prices is about $135 per year.

n Truck registration fees are based on the maximum 
weight of the truck and its cargo. The fee is roughly 
2.5 cents per pound per year. For a standard 
80,000-pound five-axle truck, the annual fee is $1,992. 
Farm, logging, and dairy truck owners pay greatly 
reduced fees of $20 to about $200 per year.

n Electric car and plug-in hybrid owners pay 
annual surtaxes of $140 and $40, respectively, to 
compensate for non-payment of the road-use fee 
on gasoline. Manufacturer and dealer plates cost 
$10 per year. Permanent trailer plates cost $75 for a 
small trailer and $300 for a semi-trailer. Motorcycle 
plates are $23. Governments, charities, and buses 
receive discount plates.

n Owners of most classes of vehicles pay  
additional taxes of $5.75 to the Secretary of State  
and $2.25 to the Michigan State Police on top of 
transportation fees.

REGISTRATION FEES

Autos and light trucks:
7,825,000 value-based
70,000 pre-1984 weight-based
142,000 historic vehicles

Dealer and 
manufacturer:

94,000 discounted plates

Heavy trucks:

100,000 in-state trucks
54,000 Michigan-based interstate trucks
54,000 farm and log trucks (discounted plates)
208,000 total

Trailers: 1,000,000 (actual number is unknown)

Motorcycles: 249,000

Total motor vehicles 
(excludes trailers): 8.6 million

Vehicles registered in Michigan  
(figures are approximate)

HOW MUCH YOU PAY

Michigan road users pay for a 122,000-mile road 
system through user fees on vehicles and fuel. These 
fees also pay for much of the cost of public transit not 
covered by fares and local taxes. The fees cannot be 
diverted to non-transportation uses.

n For the typical Michigan car owner driving an average 
of 15,000 miles a year, the total state and federal 
road-user fees are $413 a year. That’s $1.13 a day, or 
2.75 cents per auto mile.

n For a typical 80,000-pound long-distance truck 
covering 81,000 miles a year, the total road-user fee is 
$9,165 a year, or 11.33 cents per truck mile.
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The MTF revenue grew by $600 million in 2017 from 
increased fuel and vehicle registration fees. Beginning 
in October 2018, income tax revenue is redirected and 
credited to the MTF.
	 • 2019…………………..….......................	$264 million

	 • 2020…………………….........................	$468 million
	 • 2021 and beyond……...........................	$600 million
These amounts are distributed to road agencies only, not 
to public transit agencies.

MICHIGAN STATE 
REVENUE PACKAGE
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FUEL TAXES

	 • State highways…………………..…...................36%
	 • 83 county road commissions…….....................	35%
	 • 531 villages and cities……................................	20%
	 • 81 public transit agencies and 
		  statewide public transportation……....................	9%
Approximate Annual MTF Revenues (FY 2022)

Vehicle registration taxes......................$1,446 million
Gasoline taxes......................................$1,165 million
Income and sales tax........................... $600 million
Diesel fuel taxes.................................. $245 million
Marijuana and other.............................   . $95 million
Total revenue........................................$3,553 million

Plus 4.65 percent of automotive-related sales tax 
revenue for the CTF of about $107 million.
Deductions are taken “off the top” of the MTF to support 
Secretary of State offices and the Michigan Department 
of Treasury for revenue collection. 

The Michigan Transportation Fund (MTF) receives road user fees, 
which are restricted  by the state Constitution and are distributed 
to road and transit agencies through a formula in Act 51 of 1951.  

COST OF ROAD  
CONSTRUCTION 

Roadway construction costs are typically based on standard  
design characteristics, materials, and the type of work performed.

 
 

Work Type 
REC REH ARR FE SS CPM

Combined 
Statewide $2,864 $793 $1,485 $159 $65 $108

Freeway $3,106 $901 $1,884 $173 $103 $152

Non-
Freeway $2,419 $720 $1,109 $151*** $59 $94

Statewide 
Urban* $3,022 $880 $1,667 $167 $76 $131

Statewide 
Rural** $1,564 $470 $681 $133 $62 $84

Material Cost

Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) per Ton  $90.02

Concrete per Square Yard $44.81

Structural Steel per Pound $3.64

Reinforcement Steel per Pound $1.81

Average Cost Per Lane Mile by Major Work 
Type for Various Networks (2021) figures;  
in thousands of dollars

Material Cost for Construction (2022)

Gasoline
Diesel 
Fuel

Michigan fuel tax
for roads and transit $0.268  $0.272

Michigan 6 percent sales tax (as of January 2022)
for schools, revenue sharing, and transit $0.163 $0.163

Michigan environmental tax
for underground tank cleanup $0.009 $0.009

Federal highway fuel tax
for federal-aid roads $0.184 $0.244

Federal transit fuel tax
for big-city transit systems $0.029 $0.029

Federal underground tank tax
for underground tank cleanup $0.001 $0.001

Total taxes per gallon
at January 2022 fuel prices for  
calculation of sales tax

$0.615 $0.679

Taxes on Motor Fuels  
(2022 rates in dollars per gallon) 

STATE REVENUE

Reconstruction (REC) Functional Enhancements (FE)
Rehabilitation (REH) Surface Seals (SS)
Average R&R (ARR) Capital Preventive Maintenance (CPM)

	 *	 Statewide Urban column is the average costs from Metro, Bay, University, 
		  Grand, and Southwest regions 
	 **	 Statewide Rural is the average costs from North and Superior regions
	***	 Includes ADA investment
Source: MDOT RQFS Cost Tables and Jobnet Database


